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FY SR FY SR FY SR FY SR

Response Rate
a

Overall

By class 23% 33% 22% 29% 28% 33% 31% 35%

NSSE sample size
b

1,523 832 29,738 33,896 7,348 6,387 588,158 562,631

Sampling Error
c

Overall

By class 4.7% 4.9% 1.1% 0.9% 1.8% 1.9% 0.2% 0.2%

Number of respondents
b

350 274 6,486 9,816 2,068 2,095 182,850 194,638

Total population 1,720 832 46,327 59,888 7,730 9,860 767,293 754,343

Student Characteristics
d

Mode of Completion

Paper 1% 3% 4% 4% 3% 4% 2% 3%

Web 99% 97% 96% 96% 97% 96% 98% 97%

Class Level
e

56% 44% 40% 60% 50% 50% 49% 51%

Enrollment Status
e

Full-time 78% 89% 92% 74% 95% 81% 95% 85%

Less than full-time 22% 11% 8% 26% 5% 19% 5% 15%

Gender
e

Female 71% 66% 63% 64% 63% 60% 64% 64%

Male 29% 34% 37% 36% 37% 40% 36% 36%

33%26%26% 30%
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3.4% 1.3% 0.1%0.7%

Male 29% 34% 37% 36% 37% 40% 36% 36%

Race/Ethnicity

Am. Indian/Native American 5% 4% 4% 3% 9% 8% 1% 1%

Asian/Asian Am./Pacific Isl. 4% 4% 7% 5% 6% 4% 6% 5%

Black/African American 2% 2% 5% 5% 5% 5% 7% 7%

White (non-Hispanic) 78% 80% 54% 54% 68% 69% 70% 71%

Mexican/Mexican American 3% 2% 13% 15% 3% 2% 2% 3%

Puerto Rican 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1% 1% 1%

Other Hispanic or Latino 1% 1% 7% 7% 2% 2% 3% 3%

Multiracial 1% 3% 3% 2% 2% 2% 3% 2%

Other  1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1%

I prefer not to respond 4% 4% 5% 6% 5% 6% 6% 7%

International Student 3% 4% 7% 6% 4% 4% 5% 5%

Place of Residence

On-campus 45% 9% 53% 8% 69% 10% 72% 21%

Off-campus 55% 91% 47% 92% 31% 90% 28% 79%

Transfer Status

Transfer students 20% 39% 14% 57% 10% 50% 9% 41%

Age

Non-traditional (24 or older) 11% 30% 8% 51% 7% 40% 6% 32%

Traditional (less than 24) 89% 70% 92% 49% 93% 60% 94% 68%

  

  

   true population value is most likely between 55% and 65%.

 a
 Response rate (number of respondents divided by sample size) is adjusted for non-deliverable mailing addresses, students for whom contact information 

 b
 This report is based on information from all randomly selected students for both your institution and your comparison institutions.

 c
 Sampling error is an estimate of the margin by which the true  score for your institution on a given item could differ from the reported score.  

 d
 Percent of total respondents within each category.  These results are not  weighted.

   To interpret the sampling error, assume that 60% of your students reply "very often" to a particular item.  If the sampling error is +/-5%, then the 

   was not available, and other students who were sampled yet unavailable during the survey administration.

    
Targeted and locally administered oversamples (i.e., non-randomly selected students) are not included in this report.

 e
 Institution-reported data.  This information was used to weight your Mean Comparisons, Frequency Distributions, and Benchmark Comparisons reports.
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Sample Statistical Significance

Variables

Benchmark

Effect Size

SFI=Student-Faculty 

ACL=Active and 

Collaborative Learning

LAC=Level of Academic 

Challenge

Interpreting the Mean Comparisons Report

The Mean Comparisons  report is based on information from all randomly selected students 

for both your institution and your comparison institutions. Targeted oversamples and other 

non-randomly selected students are not included in this report.

The items from the NSSE survey appear in the left column in the same order and wording as 

they appear on the instrument. The name of each variable appears in the second column for 

easy reference to your data file and the summary statistics at the end of this section. Response 

options are also provided to help you interpret the statistics.

Items that make up the five “Benchmarks of Effective 

Educational Practice” are indicated by the following:

Items with mean differences that are larger than would be expected by chance 

alone are noted with one, two, or three asterisks, referring to three significance 

levels (p<.05, p< .01, and p<.001). The smaller the significance level, the 

smaller the likelihood that the difference is due to chance. Statistical 

significance does not guarantee the result is substantive or important. Large 

sample sizes (like those produced by NSSE) tend to generate more statistically 

significant results even though the magnitude of mean differences may be 

inconsequential. It is recommended to consult effect sizes (see below) to judge 

the practical meaning of the results.

Effect size indicates the 

“practical significance” of 

the mean difference. It is 

calculated by dividing the 

mean difference by the 

pooled standard deviation. Effect Effect Effect 

NSSE 2008 Mean Comparisons

NSSEville State University

NSSE 2008NSSEville State

NSSEville State compared with:

Carnegie ClassMid East Public

Mean

Class

institutional practice represented by the item may warrant attention.  An exception to this 

interpretation is the “coming to class unprepared” item (item 1f.) where a negative sign is 

preferred (i.e., meaning fewer students reporting coming to class unprepared). 

EEE=Enriching Educational 

Experiences

SFI=Student-Faculty 

Interaction

SCE=Supportive Campus 

Environment

Results are reported separately for first-year students (FY) and seniors (SR). 

Institution-reported class ranks are used.

The mean is the weighted 

arithmetic average of student 

responses on a particular item. 

Means are provided for your 

institution and all comparison 

groups. For more information

about weighting go to: 

www.nsse.iub.edu/2008_Institutional_Report/NSSE_2008_Weighting.cfm.

mean difference by the 

pooled standard deviation. 

In practice, an effect size of 

.2 is often considered small, 

.5 moderate, and .8 large. A 

positive sign indicates that 

your institution's mean was 

greater, thus showing an 

affirmative result for your 

institution. A negative sign 

indicates the institution lags 

behind the comparison 

group, suggesting that the 

student behavior or 

Variable

Bench-

mark Class Mean 
a

Mean 
a

Sig 
b

Effect 

Size 
c

Mean 
a

Sig 
b

Effect 

Size 
c

Mean 
a

Sig 
b

Effect 

Size 
c

1. Academic and Intellectual Experiences

FY 2.84 2.65 *** .23 2.62 *** .27 2.74 ** .12

SR 3.27 2.90 *** .43 2.91 *** .41 3.03 *** .27

FY 2.33 2.09 *** .33 2.08 *** .33 2.21 *** .15

SR 2.85 2.62 *** .27 2.65 *** .24 2.77 * .10

FY 2.59 2.53 .07 2.53 .06 2.64 -.05

SR 2.57 2.30 *** .28 2.37 *** .20 2.47 * .10

FY 3.04 2.96 ** .11 2.95 ** .11 3.03 .02

SR 3.34 3.22 ** .15 3.24 ** .13 3.29 .06

FY 2.84 2.71 *** .14 2.72 ** .13 2.75 * .09

SR 2.88 2.73 *** .17 2.73 *** .16 2.80 * .09

FY 1.97 2.07 ** -.12 2.09 *** -.15 2.02 -.06

SR 1.95 2.23 *** -.36 2.22 *** -.33 2.11 *** -.20

NSSE 2008 Mean Comparisons

ACL

ACL

CLUNPREP

Worked on a paper or project that required 

integrating ideas or information from 

various sources  

INTEGRAT

Included diverse perspectives (different races, 

religions, genders, political beliefs, etc.) in class 

discussions or writing assignments

DIVCLASS

REWROPAP

NSSEville State University

NSSE 2008NSSEville State

NSSEville State compared with:

Carnegie Class

CLQUEST

In your experience at your institution during the current school year, about how often have you done each of the 

following? 1=never, 2=sometimes, 3=often, 4=very often 

Mid East Public

Made a class presentation  CLPRESEN

a.

b.

c.

Asked questions in class or contributed to class 

discussions  

Prepared two or more drafts of a paper or 

assignment before turning it in  

Come to class without completing readings or 

assignments  

d.

e.

f.



Variable

Bench-

mark Class Mean 
a

Mean 
a

Sig 
b

Effect 

Size 
c

Mean 
a

Sig 
b

Effect 

Size 
c

Mean 
a

Sig 
b

Effect 

Size 
c

1. Academic and Intellectual Experiences

FY 2.63 2.63 .00 2.80 *** -.21 2.78 *** -.18

SR 3.16 2.95 *** .24 2.98 ** .20 3.07 .11

FY 1.93 2.10 *** -.21 2.15 *** -.27 2.27 *** -.42

SR 2.71 2.73 -.02 2.60 .12 2.80 -.11

FY 2.74 2.63 * .11 2.77 -.03 2.65 .10

SR 2.52 2.56 -.04 2.41 .11 2.47 .05

FY 2.89 2.95 -.07 3.12 *** -.29 3.06 *** -.22

SR 3.19 3.24 -.06 3.27 -.11 3.30 * -.15

FY 2.63 2.71 -.09 2.82 *** -.22 2.78 *** -.18

d.

Prepared two or more drafts of a paper or 

assignment before turning it in  
REWROPAP

Worked on a paper or project that required 

integrating ideas or information from 

various sources  

Included diverse perspectives (different races, 

religions, genders, political beliefs, etc.) in class 

Southwestern Oklahoma State University

a.

b.

c.

Asked questions in class or contributed to class 

discussions  

Made a class presentation  

ACL

ACL

e. DIVCLASS

In your experience at your institution during the current school year, about how often have you done each of 

the following? 1=Never, 2=Sometimes, 3=Often, 4=Very often 

NSSE 2008SWOSU

SWOSU compared with:

Southwest Public

CLPRESEN

Selected Peers

CLQUEST

INTEGRAT

NSSE 2008 Mean Comparisons

FY 2.63 2.71 -.09 2.82 *** -.22 2.78 *** -.18

SR 2.74 2.76 -.01 2.79 -.05 2.81 -.08

FY 2.06 2.08 -.02 2.06 -.01 2.01 .06

SR 2.03 2.14 * -.14 2.19 ** -.20 2.10 -.09

FY 2.50 2.37 ** .16 2.50 .00 2.41 * .11

SR 2.71 2.53 ** .20 2.54 ** .18 2.52 *** .21

FY 2.22 2.35 * -.15 2.32 -.11 2.40 *** -.20

SR 2.73 2.78 -.05 2.73 .01 2.75 -.02

FY 2.40 2.55 ** -.17 2.56 ** -.19 2.63 *** -.28

SR 2.98 2.92 .08 2.94 .05 2.94 .05

FY 1.75 1.73 .02 1.76 -.02 1.70 .05

SR 2.02 1.91 .11 1.91 .12 1.88 * .14

FY 1.43 1.53 * -.13 1.61 *** -.22 1.60 *** -.20

SR 2.05 1.67 *** .42 1.67 *** .42 1.74 *** .34

h.

TUTOR

Participated in a community-based project (e.g. 

service learning) as part of a regular course
COMMPROJ

Tutored or taught other students 

(paid or voluntary)  

INTIDEAS

religions, genders, political beliefs, etc.) in class 

discussions or writing assignments

i.

j.

k.

Put together ideas or concepts from different 

courses when completing assignments or during 

class discussions

e.

f.

g.

DIVCLASS

Come to class without completing readings or 

assignments  
CLUNPREP

Worked with other students on projects during 

class  
CLASSGRP

Worked with classmates outside of class to 

prepare class assignments  
OCCGRP

ACL

ACL

ACL

ACL

a
  Weighted by gender, enrollment status, and institutional size.
b
 * p<.05   ** p<.01   *** p<.001  (2-tailed).
c
 Mean difference divided by the pooled standard deviation. 3 
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